, 1845. 8vo. pp. 212. In the study of uterine diseases we in England labour under disadvantages, which the French accoucheurs, particularly in hospital practice, are exempt from. He would be, indeed, a hardy pioneer, who would undertake to face the storm of outraged feelings which the fall adoption of the French system of exploration of the os uteri, in either public or private practice in England, would excite. Even to the mind of an English surgeon there is something revolting in the nonchalant manner of exposing females in the Parisian wards. This feeling, if it is found among the members of the medical profession in this country, is of course reciprocated a hundredfold by the public. It may be that it is a weakness, a want of philosophy; whatever it may spring from, so it is, and, in consequence, our neighbours enter this path of inquiry with advantages which we possess not; and, as
long as this is the case, we must yield to them, in some degree, the palm of practical acquaintance with those facts which the use of the speculum alone can reveal.
Not that the facts so discoverable have, in our estimation, the weight which some attach to them. The use of the speculum in French practice is so universal that the practitioners of that country are apt to despise all other means of investigation except as subsidiary to this ; and therefore naturally give the most prominent and constant place to that which really might often be dispensed with. But we are happy to find that the use of this important means of investigation is increasingly adopted in England ; and though we cannot hope or desire to see our national character so modified, as to find forty females at a seance submitting to a procedure, which must outrage all feelings of delicacy or decorum, yet, with proper precautions, and with all possible regard to decency, we do fully believe that this most valuable means of diagnosis may be practised both in public hospitals and in private practice.
"We do not hesitate to join fully in the assertion of the intelligent author of the little book before us, that we have never found insuperable obstacles to the use of the speculum, and we cannot but attribute the comparatively rare employment of it more to the want of will in the surgeon than in the patient. We would strongly impress upon our surgical brethren that the value of the speculum consists, not more in its facilities for diagnosis, than in the application of remedies, and we do not hesitate to say, that all local remedies must be much more readily and perfectly applied with the speculum than without it.
But we must go farther, and say, that if the use of the speculum should not be more general than it is, the practice of the touch, as being more ready of application, and less likely to excite a feeling of opposition in the patient, should in all doubtful cases be considered indispensable. We are well aware that this practice, particularly in the country, is lamentably neglected.
Patients are allowed to go on, week after week, month after month, to sink into an ill-understood but confirmed state of disease, and to death, without the least proposal being made by the surgeon to examine locally the nature and character of the affection. The accuracy which may be attained by practice in the detection of shades of disease by the finger is quite inconceivable by those who have only rarely practised it; and we hold it to be the bounden duty of every practitioner; who is in the habit of treating the diseases of females, to neglect no opportunity of examination of the os uteri by the touch, in order that he may acquire and perfect that discriminating sense of which the finger is capable.
We have been led to preface our observations upon Dr. Bennet's treatise with these remarks upon the means of investigating the diseases of the os uteri, from the conviction that a stimulus is greatly needed to induce practitioners of one of the most important branches of the healing art, both to make the most use of that means of investigation which they possess, and to take every opportunity of completing its value by the use of the speculum.
The opportunities which our author possessed of investigating uterine disease in Paris were considerable, and he has certainly made the most of [Jan. [Jan.
Upon these same grounds, as well as from the result of our own observations, we are disposed to demur to the conclusion that "the state of pregnancy predisposes to inflammation and ulceration of the cervix uteri. 
